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Dr. Alfred Bader to Speak 
About Art and the Law 

 
Sunday, March 7th at 4PM Dr. Alfred Bader 
will speak at LPS about ‘Art and the Law’. 
Who owns paintings that have been stolen, 
then sold for high prices to buyers who may 
or may  not have had reason to suspect the 
true origin of their purchase? Based on his 
extensive knowledge of art collecting and 
appraisal Dr. Bader will attempt to answer 
this question. His presentation will include 
slides of stolen artwork and a special focus 
on works of art looted by the Nazis. 

This growing season Lake Park Synagogue 
will be a pickup point for the LotFotL 
organic farm program of community 
supported agriculture. Members will 
receive a share of the farm’s produce each 
week from May– October. This is a great 
way to have a steady source of healthy 
vegetables and also fulfill Jewish values 
about waste and environmental 
sustainability. The last month to sign up is 
March! For more information see the LPS 
website, or contact Rabbi Levin, Dena 
Abramowitz, Rachel Forman, or Jane 
Avner. 

Aden 
Wasserman 
dressed as 
Spiderman at 
the LPS Purim 
Seudah 
Sunday 
February 28th. 
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By Rabbi Shlomo Levin 
 
The blockbuster movie Avatar released in mid-December to show on 3,452 screens in the 
U.S. alone. By mid- January it eclipsed Titanic to set the record for highest grossing movie 
of all time, with $1.86 billion taken in world wide. It has been nominated for nine Oscars, 
including best director, which it will win if James Cameron can beat out his ex-wife Kathryn 
Bigelow and her film “The Hurt Locker.” 
 
I took Talya and Ya’akov to see Avatar back in December. The 3-D affects were dazzling 
and incredible. I felt like I was right on the planet Pandora in a way that I had no idea a 
movie could do. 
 
But what was Avatar about? In order to display more than $200 million dollars worth of 
mind-boggling graphics, something has to happen. So here’s the plot. Bad guys come from 
earth with terrible weapons and frightening technology and try to take over the part of the 
planet Pandora where a friendly species of natives called the Na’vi live. The Na’vi are ten 
feet tall, blue skinned, and live in a giant tree house in harmony with nature. The humans 
want to bulldoze their home because under it is a deposit of a rare, valuable mineral called 
‘unobtainium’ (honest- that’s what it’s called in the movie.) But a small group of humans 
realizes how wrong this is and teams up with the Na’vi to send the evil humans back to earth 
and save Pandora from destruction. 
 
Original? Hardly. (Although Talya and Ya’akov seemed to think it was. It just goes to show 
that almost anything can be considered original if you get the audience young enough.) This 
story of greed and power has transpired again and again throughout history, sometimes with 
a happy ending, sometimes not. 
 
What to make of it, then, when in mid-February newspapers began running pictures of 
Palestinians with skin painted blue and wearing loincloths in order to imitate the Na’vi from 
the movie? They were trying to win sympathy by equating the Palestinian cause with the 
weak, outgunned Na’vi attempting to protect their land from invaders. 
 
On the one hand, it is hardly surprising. The story of the Na’vi fits perfectly into the way the 
Palestinians have always tried to portray the Mid-East conflict. The Avatar plot is actually so 
generic Israelis could have dressed up in Na’vi outfits too. That would be an equally fitting 
way to call attention to how Israel is a small country struggling to defend itself against more 
numerous, hostile neighbors who want to rule over its land. 
 
Debating whether the political situation of the Israelis or Palestinians is more like the Na’vi 

Avatar and the Middle East 
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would obviously be fruitless. But beyond that, there is something which troubles me about 
invoking this movie to make points about the Middle East. 
 
In Avatar, the Na’vi are victims. They are completely innocent, blissfully going about their 
peaceful lives, when invaders from earth come to their planet. They do nothing to provoke 
the earthmen or to bring the attack upon themselves. They have no hostile intentions towards 
any other planet or group. It is not the Na’vi’s fault that unobtainium lies beneath their 
home. They didn’t ask for it, have no desire for it, and don’t even seem to know that it is 
there. 
 
To dress up as Na’vi, then, is to assume the role of victim. It is to shed responsibility and 
claim that all fault lies with the other side. 
 
That attitude will be counterproductive to bringing peace to the Middle East. The first step 
towards peace will be for each side to move beyond claiming that all of the issues are black 
and white, good guy vs. bad guy, and that one side is blameless and everything is the other 
side’s fault. Thinking that way may be comfortable and easy, but it is neither useful for 
progress nor true. 
 
When I saw Palestinians dressed up like Na’vi I felt sad. Here is a side in the Middle East 
conflict shrugging off its moral responsibility in order to take the easy road, a historical 
narrative in which it casts itself as pure victim. 
 
The movie Avatar ends with the Na’vi victorious and the invaders from earth being led 
defeated and in chains back to their space ships. Nothing like that will happen in the Middle 
East. Neither Israelis nor Palestinians will be departing. Both need to acknowledge that 
neither are like the Na’vi. The sooner Israelis and Palestinians start taking responsibility for 
their conflict and stop blaming each other, the sooner serious talk on how to bring peace and 
security will be able to start. 

Putting the ‘Olam’ back in Tikkun Olam 
 

Jeremy Benstein is Deputy Director of the Abraham Joshua Heschel Center 
for Environmental Learning and Leadership, a non-profit educational 
foundation in Israel dedicated to promoting a vision and program of 

sustainability for Israeli society. He is the author of “The Way into Judaism 
and the Environment” as well as numerous essays. 

 
Dr. Benstein will speak Shabbat morning during services and again after 

kiddush. Thank you to the Wisconsin Society for Jewish Learning for 
sponsoring this event. 
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We were a bit late coming out with our last Ruach in January, and now, as we approach 
Pesach and the spring, I can’t believe how much has happened in the last two short months 
and how much is yet to occur in the months to come!  
  
What happened?  All the programs described in the last edition came to pass: 
 * Professor James Kugel was a scholar-in-residence that attracted an audience well 
beyond the membership of our congregation, provided thought-provoking talks, and was a 
delightful person, too (and thanks to Noa and Rabbi Levine and Lorraine Hoffmann we had 
great meals and a wonderful Kiddush sponsored by Rabbi Samuels on his birthday). 
 * On Tu B’Shvat our very own farmer, Tim Huth, spoke to us about LotFotL Farm and 
Community Sponsored Agriculture. 
 * Although Ellis and I missed the Purim programming because we were stuck in a 
snowstorm in Newark on our way back from Israel, the show went on without a hitch at LPS 
with a Purim seudah and megillah reading by Sam Blumenthal. Thank you Ronna Pachefsky 
and everyone else who helped with the food preparation. 
 
But often good programming leads to enthusiasm for more good programming.  Our program 
chair Rachel Forman arranged a showing of the film Food, Inc. on a Saturday night in 
February, and we will also hear Jeremy Bernstein next week, have another cooking program 
before Pesach, and in an interesting change of pace for LPS, celebrate Lag B’Omer at the 
LotFotL Farm.  Many of us attended a wonderful lecture by Dr. Alfred Bader at the Charles 
Allis Museum in January, and that led to a planned lecture at LPS by Dr. Bader on “Art and 
the Law” in March.  All of these programs go alongside solid teaching by the Rabbi and 
enjoyable Shabbat services. I am thrilled to see the excitement that all of this is generating in 
our community. 
 
We have challenges ahead: we set the date for our annual dinner (May 25) and we really need 
more of you to participate in planning and executing for this to be a successful event.  Please 
volunteer your time.  This is the primary fundraiser for the synagogue and your help is 
needed.  As always, your attendance at Shabbat services in a timely fashion makes all the 
difference in the world.  

   By Jane Avner 

Thank you to Ronna and Larry Pachefsky, Noa Levin, Lorraine Hoffmann, and 
Joanne Ladenson for preparing the food. Thank you Lorraine for the photos! 
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The Special Rules For Kosher 
Wine 

Tuesday, March 9 7PM 
 

The four cups of wine are central to the 
seder. In addition to the regular kosher 
laws, there are many special rules that 

apply to the kashrut of wine. In this class 
Rabbi Levin will explain why there are 

special rules regarding wine, what they are, 
and how this impacts our wine shopping. 

Kashering for Passover 
Tuesday, March 16th 7PM 

 
Counter tops, microwaves, pots and 
pans, ovens, silverware, where does 
it end? In this class Rabbi Levin will 
review the principles of koshering 

utensils and how this applies to 
many common situations in our 

kitchens. 

The Afikoman 
Tuesday, March 23rd 7PM 

 
Most of us are familiar with how the 

afikoman frequently gets lost and 
absolutely has to be found in order to 
complete the seder meal. But why do 

we eat matzah after the meal, when we 
already said the blessing on the 

commandment of eating matzah and 
actually ate matzah twice before 

serving the rest of the food? In this 
class Rabbi 
Levin will 

explain where 
the rule about 

eating the 
afikoman comes 
from, what the afikoman symbolizes, 

and how the afikoman connects to 
many of the central halachot of the 

seder.  

With Rabbi Levin 

If you would like Rabbi Levin to kasher your 
pots, pans, or other kitchen utensils for you, 
bring them to LPS Tuesday evening, March 
23rd or at another time you arrange with the 
Rabbi. He will be happy to kasher them for 
you using his blowtorch and pot of boiling 
water, and also to show you how it is done. 
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Monday, March 29th– Ta’anit Bechorot 
Fast of the first born 
Shacharit 8AM 
followed by a siyum and refreshments 
 
Candle lighting 6:55 
Mincha followed by Ma’ariv 7PM 
First Seder 
 
Tuesday, March 30th- Passover I 
Shacharit 9AM 
 
2nd Seder at LPS begins at 7PM 
Light candles after 7:56PM 
 
Wednesday, March 31st– Passover II 
Shacharit 9AM 
 
Mincha 7PM 
Havdallah 7:58PM 
 
Friday April 2nd– Erev Shabbat 
Candle Lighting 7PM 
Mincha 7:05PM 

Sunday, March 14th 2PM 
 

Join us in the LPS kitchen to learn and share new 
recipes for Passover. If you have a favorite Passover 

recipe you would like to share, bring it along! 
 

Rabbi Levin will also answer questions about Passover 
Kashrut.  

Shabbat April 3rd- Shabbat Chol Hamoed 
Shacharit 9AM 
 
Mincha 7PM 
Havdallah 8:01 
 
Sunday, April 4th– Erev Yom Tov 
Candles 7:02PM 
Mincha 7:05 
 
Monday April 5th– Passover 7 
Shacharit 9AM 
 
Mincha 7:05PM 
Candles after 8:03 
 
Tuesday, April 6th– Passover 8 
Shacharit 9AM 
Yizkor 10:30AM 
 
Mincha 7:10PM 
Havdallah 8:05PM 
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Please extend this invitation to people who are not members of LPS as well. 

Name:__________________________________ 
 
Phone:__________________________________ 
 
E-mail:_________________________________ 
 
____ Please call and discuss how my family can participate. 

Adults @ $30 _____ 
 
Children @$15 _____ 
 
Total $_______ (Max $75/ family) 
 
Reservations as far in advance as  
possible are appreciated. 

A word about money - No one should not come because of cost. If this cost is a hardship please 
feel free to pay only what you are able. 

Tuesday night, March 30th– Second night of Passover 
 

Seder activities begin at 7PM 
 
 
 

Come join us to celebrate the holiday with a fun, traditional seder. We will ask the four 
questions and relive the Exodus from Egypt with stories and activities for adults and 

children. Enjoy a delicious Kosher for Passover meal. 
 

Rabbi Levin’s Magical Signs and Wonders will accompany the ten plagues. . .  
 

Last year the wine in Elijah’s cup really did disappear. 
A drop of water added to an ancient Egyptian vase really turned to blood. . . 

The Rabbi skated around the room while wearing a blindfold to symbolize the 
plague of darkness. 

 
How will this seder be different than all the rest? 
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Jan 2 Alfred and Isabel Bader for a Happy New Year 
Jan 9 Lorraine Hoffmann in memory of her father 
Jan 30 The Beders in honor of Jay's Bar Mitzvah anniversary 
Feb 6 Rabbi Samuels In honor of his Birthday 
Feb 13 Rivkie Bolter In honor of her Birthday 
Feb 20 Lorraine Hoffmann in memory of her father's birthday & Neil Moss in honor of 
 Shayna’s birthday 
Feb 27 Rachel Forman in honor of courageous Jewish women throughout history, including 
 Queen Esther 
March 6 Ken Kapp In memory of his father's yahrzeit 
March 13 Russell and Melanie Wasserman in honor of Eliana and Kayla's birthday and Bat 
 Mitzvah 
March 20 Rabbi Samuels In honor of his daughter Mushka's marriage  

Tamar and Jakob Loewenberg 
In honor of Shayna Moss's Bat Mitzvah 
 
Irma and Howard Fiedler 
In memory of Stanley Zinn's brother 
 

Annelies Gruen 
In honor of Harri Hoffmann's yahrzeit 
 
Peggy Goodman 
In honor of Lorraine Hoffmann 

Adar (Feb 15-Mar 15) 
12 Mildred Pevnick-mother of Steven Pevnick (Adar 2) 
17 Yankel Bayer, Ephraim Yaakov ben Avraham-uncle of Morry Blumenfeld 
19 Meta Goldschmidt, Mirium bat Abraham-grandmother of Lorraine Hoffmann (Adar 1) 
21 Josef Joshua ben Mordecai v’Sarah-father of Ken Kapp (Adar1) 
22 HaRav Shmuel Hillel Ben Aryeh Leib HaKohen-grandfather of Shirley Weinstein 
22 Pinchas ben Yirmiyahu (Grafstein)-father of Charlotte Blumenfeld 
23 Harold Borkowf, Yisroel Zvi ben Ephraim Moshe-husband of Anne Borkowf 
27 Leah bat Meier-grandmother of Lorraine Hoffmann (Adar 1) 
29 Lea Bat Yehuda-mother of Juda Jona 
29 Shoshana bat Shimon-mother of Rhoda Parsons (Adar 1) 
 

Nisan (Mar 16-Apr 14) 
8 Harold Hirsh-father of Jody Hirsh 
16 Shimon ben Yankel v'Friedl-father of Rachel Forman 
17 Yitzchok ben Shlomo-father of Nita Corre 
30 Louis Hoffmann, Eliezer ben Tzvi-grandfather of Lorraine Hoffmann 
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Iyar (Apr 15-May 13) 
4 Rifka Bat Yoseph-mother of Edith Kahn 
5 Inez Ladenson – mother of Robert Ladenson 
6 Zahava bat Moshe v'Osnat-mother of Boaz Avital 
7 Herta Hoffmann, Raisa bat Shlomo-mother of Lorraine Hoffmann 
15 Chaim Abramowitz, Chaim Yitzhak Ben Kalman- father of Dena Abramowitz 
17 Yaakov Ben Avrohom- father of Alan Corre 
19 Yehuda ben Tzvi, J.George Adashko-father of Jane Avner 
25 Shayndel Chana Bas Shmuel Zorach- mother of Morry Blumenfeld 

Sale of Chametz 
 
I, ____________________________________, appoint Rabbi Levin to act on my behalf to 
sell all chametz possessed by me knowingly and unknowingly as defined by Torah and Rab-
binic law. The sale will commence on or before Monday, the 14th of Nissan 5770 (March 
29th, 2010) through 23 Nissan 5770 (April 6th, 2010) inclusive. Also included: all sorts of 
Chametz mixtures, chametz that tends to harden and adhere to the inside surface of pots pans, 
cooking utensils and tableware, all animals and livestock which consume chametz and 
chametz mixtures. Also any chametz in transit that would be delivered to me during the above 
specified period. I also authorize Rabbi Levin to lease all my premises in which chametz 
owned by me may be found. These premises are: 
Home address:_____________________________________________________ 
Other address where I store chametz:___________________________________ 
 
I grant Rabbi Levin authority to delegate any or all of the above powers to any person or per-
sons he shall select to sell my chametz and to lease my property where my chametz is stored. 
These powers shall conform with all Torah laws and rabbinic laws as well as the laws of Wis-
consin. 
 
_______________         ____________________________________________ 
Date    Signature 
 
___ I /We are on the premises throughout Pesach 
___ A key to the premises is at:______________________________.. 
 
This form should be returned to Rabbi Levin in person at which time a legally binding kinyan 
will be made. If that is not possible the form may be mailed or faxed (414) 964-2837 to the 
synagogue office. All chametz must be sold before the morning of March 29th. 
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The Lake Park Synagogue Annual 
Dinner will be held Tuesday evening, 
May 25th, at UWM’s Greene Hall. We 

will honor UWM as our good 
neighbor! 

3207 N Hackett 
Milwaukee WI 53211 


